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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1823 Excerpt: ... To Mr. Fitz-adam. SIR, 1 | have not the least ill-will to your friend Mr. Dodsley, whom
| never saw in my life; but | address myself to your equity and good-nature, for a small share only of your
favour and recommendation in that new and valuable branch of trade, to which you have informed the public
he is now applying himself, and which | hope you will not think it reasonable that he should monopolize. | mean
that admirable short and secret method of communicating ones ideas by ingenious emblems and
representations of the pencil, instead of the vulgar and old method of letters by the pen. Give me leave, Sir, to
state my case and my qualifications to you: | am sure you will decide with justice. | am the daughter of a
clergyman, who, having had a very good living, gave me a good education, and left me no fortune. | had
naturally a turn to reading and drawing: my father encouraged and assisted me in the one, allowed me a
master to instruct me in the other, and | made an uncommon progress in them both. My heart was tender, and
my sentiments were delicate; perhaps too much so for my rank in life. This disposition led me to study chiefly
those treasures of sublime honour, spotless virtue, and refined sentiment, the voluminous romances of the last
century. Sentiments from which | thank Heaven | have never deviated. From a sympathizing...
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