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Europe, or the scholar delves among the mediaeval treatises on astronomy or geography, he is continually
meeting with conceptions of the world and its creation of a most curious and childlike simplicity. A frequently
recurring group in the sculptures, mosaics, stained-glass or missal paintings of the Middle Ages is that which
represents the Almighty in human form, moulding the sun, moon, or stars, and with His own hands hanging
them from the solid firmament which supports the upper heaven and its celestial waters and which overarches
the great plain of earth; and when the work of the six days is finished He is represented as sitting, bent and
fatigued, in the well-known attitude of the Weary Mercury of classical sculpture. As late as the seventeenth
century, Milton, in his poetic representation of the popular theology of his day, does not hesitate at the most
literal description of how the second person in the Trinity, when the hour for making the universe came Took
the golden compasses, prepared In God s eternal store, to circumscribe This universe and all created things .
One foot He centred, and the other turned Round through the vast profundity obscure, And said, Thus far
extend; thus far thy bounds: This be thy just circumference, O world. The two statements in the Genesis myths,
that the world was made in six days and also that God spake and it was done, were both of them accepted in
the most literal way by the great ecclesiastical...
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