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responsible for investigating alien smuggling as well as Department of Homeland detaining and removing
aliens who are subject to removal from the United Security Components That States. ICE focuses on
enforcement of immigration and customs laws Address Alien Smuggling within the United States, and its
mission is to detect and prevent terrorist along the Southwest and criminal acts by targeting the people,
money, and materials that Border support terrorists and criminal networks. OI, among other things, is
responsible for investigating alien smuggling violations at the border and beyond. In fiscal year 2010, OI had a
budget of about 1. 7 billion and as of November 2009 had a staC of about 8, 600, which includes investigators
and support staC responsible for all of OIs investigative areas nationwide. The types of alien smuggling cases
handled by OI can range from reactive cases, resulting from a particular incident or referrals from other law
enforcement agencies, to proactive cases, resulting from intelligence gathering or use of financial investigative
techniques. According to OI oCicials we interviewed, the majority of OIs alien smuggling investigations are
reactive cases initiated based on referrals from the Border Patrol or local law enforcement as a result of alien
smuggling interdictions made by these agencies. Responding to these referrals leaves less investigative
resources to initiate proactive investigations. In addition, investigations can vary in their complexity. For
instance, some cases do not require extensive investigation and investigation is limited to prosecuting the alien
smuggler caught in the act of smuggling aliens. Conversely, a recent investigation conducted by OI in El Paso
led to the indictment of a hotel owner...
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