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no intention to reopen the border. Instead the US Government tried to get into negotiations with the Soviet
Union about the status of West Berlin. This decision avoided transforming the Cold War into a Hot War, but it
also manifested the separation of East and West Germany and made the unification in the near future less
likely. The decision helped to establish another socialist state in Europe and locked up 17 million Germans
within the borders of East Germany. This paper will focus on the question why President Kennedy and his main
advisers decided the way they did. Did they fear the military strength and the use of the Soviet nuclear arsenal
Or did they think they could reach better results by negotiating Or did they just trade the eastern part of
Germany against a secure status quo for West Berlin Maybe the situation was seen more as a chance for
stability than as a threat The basic information for this research will come from the Digital National Security
Archive. The original documents should show who gave information to President Kennedy and his advisers.
Who were the talking heads during the decision-making process Who had the most influence Was it only an
inner-American process or were other allies involved, too An interesting question is, if...
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