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Summary: "Asked to name the best swordsman ever, most Japanese would pick Musashi, the famous 17th-
century samurai turned artist who is the subject of more than 50 movies and dozens of books. But most of
those focus on his superior warrior skills. This fascinating new biography by Wilson, an American translator of
samurai literature, goes much deeper, seeking to explain what ultimately drove Musashi from sword-fighting to
Zen teachings, ink paintings and writing. He literally embodies the adage "the pen is mightier than the sword." -
Newsweek International This is the perfect book to satiate your desire to experience the sacrifices and triumphs
inherent to a life lived by the sword.Flaunt "While Miyamoto Musashi is one of the martial arts world"s favorite
warriors, relatively little is known about him. Thanks to historian William Scott Wilson, that"s about to change.
InThe Lone Samurai: the Life of Miyamoto Musashi, Wilson presents a detailed account of the Japanese
swordsman''s life and quest for truth, perfection and enlightenment." -Black Belt Magazine "It"'s a thoughtful,
entertaining work written by a passionate scholar who avoids the pitfalls posed by a host of obscure Japanese
names by using vivid descriptions and a fast-paced narrative. Sometimes dense but never dull, the prose is part
history lesson, part detective story, as Wilson sifts thorough various conflicting accounts of the time." -The Post
& Courier(Charleston, SC) "Wilson, a veteran translator and a longtime student of Japanese language and
literature, shows clearly the influence of Zen on Musashi's thinking art, and writing. Appendices document
Musashi''s role as a Robin Hood-like folk hero in Japanese literature and film. Excellent notes and glossary
provide context for the swordsman''s life. A fascinating glimpse of a central figure in traditional...
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