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indexed. Not illustrated. 1803 Excerpt: .is entire, somewhat pointed and fleshy. The feet are formed for walking,
with three toes forward, the outer of which is connected at the base to the middle one. PURPLE CRACKLE. The
Purple Grackle has a black bill: its head and neck are black, glossed over with a most resplendent blue, which
varies with the light. The back and belly are also black, mixed with green and copper-colour. The legs are black,
and the wings and tail of a rich purple. The weight is about twelve ounces. It is a migratory bird, and found in
most pnrts of America. It associates with the Red-winged Oriole in ravaging the plantations of maize, and these
they attack together in myriads. In New England a reward was offered of three-pence a dozen for their heads,
and the inhabitants soon found, to their own cost, that they had at one time nearly extirpated them; for they
then discovered that Providence had not formed even these seemingly destructive birds in vain. It was true that
they made dreadful havoc among the grain, but they amply recompensed the injury by clearing the ground of
the larvae of noxious insects. As soon as the birds were destroyed, the insects increased in such multitudes, as,
in the year 1749, to cause a total loss of the grass; and the inhabitants were, in consequence, obliged to obtain
htay for their cattle not only from Pennsylvania, but even from Great Britain. Synonyms.--Gracula quiscala-
Linn, --Pie de la...
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