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Landscapes is an ethnographic investigation of the power of the landscape and the implications of that power
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Manggarai place-making and mobility within the larger contexts of diverse human-environment interactions as
well as adat revival in postcolonial Indonesia. Although it focuses on social life in one region of eastern
Indonesia, the work engages with broader theoretical discussions of landscape, travel, materiality, cultural
politics, kinship, and animism. Written in a clear and accessible style, Potent Landscapes will appeal to students
and specialists of Southeast Asia as well as to those interested in the comparative anthropological study of
place and environment. The analysis moves out from rooms and houses in a series of concentric circles,
outlining at each successive point the broader implications of Manggarai place- and path-making. This gradual
expansion of scale allows the work to build a subtle, cumulative picture of the potent landscapes within which
Manggarai people raise...
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