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(OCoLC)747112338 Subject: Agriculture and state -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 I want to first of all mention the
five pillars that I have heard you talk about that will make rural America stronger. One is trade. Two is rural
broadband access. Three is renewable energy. Four is conservation, and five is research. I do not disagree with
any of those as being critically important to the world of agriculture. But ensuring that new farmers find a way
to be a part of the 21st Cen-tury of agriculture is listed as a concern , and we just talked for a minute about that.
Where do production agriculture and commodity and risk man-agement programs fit into that picture of those
five pillars Secretary V. Senator, when we talk about the five pillars, ILSACK we talk about the first pillar being
improving incomes for farmers, and that involves a variety of issues. One is trade, obviously, ex-panding export
markets. This year, we are fortunate. We are on track to have perhaps the second best export opportunity we
have seen in agriculture since we have been keeping records. The first six months of our fiscal year were
actually a record. Continued good news with the Presidents leadership in opening up the poul-try market in
Russia should help those numbers as well. It is also about expanding domestic markets and creating oppor-
tunities. That is one of the reasons why we are focused on trying to better link local production with local
consumption. This is not just about small, very, very small operations. This is about produc-tion agriculture, the
ability...
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